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A furry marten peers down from a branch in a pine tree. 
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— k^rrr! The cold time of the year has come. Winter is here! 

A hare sits very still in the snow. The hare must find food and 
stay warm in winter. Winter is hard for many animals. 
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3^3/now covers the ground. Ice covers twigs and bushes 
that some animals eat. Food is hard to find. Not all animals 
look for food in the snow. Some sleep deeply in winter. 
This is called hibernation. Some move to warmer places 
where food is easier to find. This is called migration. 

Some make cozy homes and store food to eat in winter. 
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A deer does not hibernate or migrate long distances. 

It does not make a home or store food for the winter. 

The deer eats buds and twigs. It lies down to rest right 
in the snow. A thick winter coat helps keep the deer warm. 
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_Li^ighorn sheep eat grass 
and other plants. A male 
bighorn, called a ram, paws 
the snow to get at the plants. 

Look closely at this tree. 

A hungry moose has eaten 
some of the bark. In winter, 
moose also eat buds and twigs. 
In summer, they like to eat 
plants that grow in water. 

But now the water is frozen. 



These animals are called 
pronghorns. They eat plants, too. 
In winter, pronghorns move 
to places where deep snow 
does not cover the plants. 
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\ountain lion runs through a snowy forest. Its large paws 
like snowshoes. They help the big cat move over the snow 
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weasel has caught 
a mouse. The weasel's white 
winter fur blends with the snow. 
The weasel can sneak up on mice 
and other animals that it eats. 



Sniff! Sniff! A red fox pokes 
its nose deep into the cold snow. 
The fox has heard a mouse 
and is trying to catch it. 

The snow does not keep 
these two hungry coyotes 
from looking for food. 
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L^ybme people put food outside 
for animals in winter. 

Pine siskins, cardinals, blue jays, 
and other birds may come 
to your backyard if you put seeds 
and fruit out for them. 






A squirrel eats 
kernels of corn 
at a feeder. 
Sitting up, 
it holds the food 
in its paws. 
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d S-i-^eavers have built a house called a lodge in this stream. 

When ice covers the water, the beaver family usually stays inside. 
The beavers eat bark from twigs they have stored underwater. 
When the stream isn't frozen, they can come outside to eat. 
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squirrel is living 
in the hollow trunk of a tree. 
A woodpecker made the hole 
The squirrel will be snug 
here during the winter. 


This pika will be ready 
when winter comes. 

The pika stores food it will eat 
while the snow falls. 

It gathers leaves and stems, 
then puts them on rocks 
near its home. They dry out 
in the sun. Later the pika 
will pile the dried plants 
beneath the rocks. 


The pika has a round body, 
with short legs and ears. 
Thick fur helps keep it warm. 
The little pika even has fur 
on the bottoms of its feet! 
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prairie dog comes out 
of its burrow on a warm 
winter day. Prairie dogs stay 
underground in bad weather. 



Shhh! A ground squirrel 
is fast asleep in its nest. 

It is hibernating. It eats 
a lot during the summer 
and gets very fat. 

Then it curls up in a ball 
and goes to sleep. 

The animal breathes 
more slowly, and its heart 
beats more slowly. 

Its body temperature drops. 
The ground squirrel lives off 
its body fat until spring. 
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1 — s^^ears are lazy in winter. They sleep and sleep and sleep. 

But on nice warm days they may wake up. When bears leave their dens, 
they sometimes sniff and scratch trees. Then they may look for food. 
Bears eat insects, small animals, and birds' eggs. They eat roots, 
berries, nuts, and honey. They eat almost anything. 
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During the winter, the baby bears, 
called cubs, are born. In spring, 
they go outside with their mother. 

The cubs stay close to her. 

She shows them how to hunt for food. 
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nimals with 


white coats are hard 
to see in the white 


snow. White coats help 
some animals hide. 
They help others hunt. 
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Polar bears are good swimmers. They live far in the north, where there 
is snow and ice almost all the time. The bears look like big chunks 
of ice. Their white coats help them sneak up on the animals they eat. 

A baby harp seal has white fur for only the first few weeks 
of its life, when it stays on the ice. Its fur will turn darker 
before the seal begins to swim and find food in the ocean. 
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snowshoe hare 
does not look the same 
in winter as it does 
in summer. In winter it 
has white fur. In summer 
it has brown fur. 

A white coat is hard 
to see in winter. A brown 
coat is hard to see 
in summer. The enemies 
of the hares have 
trouble finding them. 
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PTARMIGAN (say TAR-inih-gun} 




Birds called ptarmigans 
change color, too. As summer 
ends, a ptarmigan begins 
to lose its brown feathers. 

It grows new white ones. 

This change is called 
molting. It happens 
every year. The ptarmigan 
becomes as white as 
the snow. This helps protect 
the bird from its enemies. 

In the spring, it grows 
brown feathers again. 
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! insects lead short, busy lives. Most live only 

a few months. In late summer, a praying mantid lays 
her eggs inside an egg case. The strong case 
protects the eggs all winter long. Snow and ice 
usually cannot harm them. 



When winter is over, baby praying mantids hatch. These mantids 
are climbing along a twig near their egg case. They are very small. 
They begin eating tiny insects, and they grow and grow 
until the end of summer. Then the females will lay eggs just as 
their mother did, and die before cold weather comes. 

' Juki fir ■ r . - " 
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^ J \J arm weather 
is here at last. 

Flowers are blooming. 
The sun feels warm, 
and the breeze feels 
fresh. A young deer 
called a fawn has 
a spotted coat that 
blends with flowers. 
In late summer, 
the fawn will grow 
a gray coat like 
its mother's. 


ELK 















HHh 


In spring, some animals molt. They lose their heavy winter coats and 
grow lighter summer ones. A bull elk is growing a new summer coat. 
It will be a pretty reddish color. His new antlers are covered 
with soft skin called velvet. They will grow all summer long. 

A mountain goat sheds his winter coat. Big clumps of hair fall off. 
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watchful mother sheep 
and her newborn baby 
rest on a mountainside. 

The lamb is only 
a few days old. 

During the summer 
it will grow. 

It will nibble grass 
and other plants. 

It will play in the sun 
with other lambs. 

It will leap from rock to rock 
and climb near the cliffs 
where it lives. The lamb 
will begin to grow horns. 

It will be bigger and stronger 
before winter comes again. 
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This is a prairie dog town, but where are all the 
prairie dogs? They are underground. They stay 
there while the snow piles high above them. 

Cover: A spruce cone makes a mouthful for a red 
squirrel. The squirrel will eat the seeds inside it. 


Library of Congress OP Dali 
Fisher, Ronald M- 
AnlmaL >n winter 

(Books for young explorers) 

; Summary: Descries how animals tew the ripns wf winter by hibematm^. migrating, storing mod 
or changing color?, to blend with the winter Sand^ape 
1. All i ma Is — Wintering — Juvenile lilerarutO- 1,1- and behavior. 1 WmterJ 

J. fjtle. R. Scries. 

QL7SAF5? 19SZ 543.5 r 43 &2-47!iS9 

ISBN 0-S 7C444o>0 




























